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Your 2011 MAAF Board

Front row | to r, st VP MAAF, Hope Ricker, Pittston Fair; Katie
Damren, MAAF Legislative Liaison; Kathryn Hunter, Topsham Fair;
Ellen Lunt, MAAF Treasurer; Sue Baker, MAAF Clerk, Pittston Fair;
back row | to r, Barry Norris, Union Fair; Gerry Gilpatrick, Os-
sipee Valley Fair; Bill McFarland, MAAF President,Windsor Fair; G.
David Byras, Litchfield Fair; Randy Hall, 2nd VP MAAF, Farmington
Fair; Fred Lunt, Executive Director MAAF; Rusty Weymouth, Pis-

cataquis Valley Fair; Roger Hoffses, Northern Maine Fair.
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Maine Association
of Agricultural Fairs

If you are not receiving this newsletter by e mail send your e mail address
to Fred Lunt at febel@gwi.net. You’ll save your Association postage, get the

letter in color, and not wait for it to arrive in the mail.

2011 Agricultural Fair
June
4-5 Maine Fiber Frolic

Windsor Fairgrounds-Windsor,
ME

Nancy Williams

13 Robinson Rd.
Woaldoboro, ME 04572

Tel: (207)832-5162

Www fiberfrolic.com
ULY
1-4 Houlton Fair—Houlton

Paul Cleary

PO Box 403
Houlton, Maine 04730

Tel: (207) 694-1298

www.houltonfair.com
7-10 Ossipee Valley Fair—So.
Hiram

Kathleen Haley
Box 548
Limington, Maine
Tel: (207) 793-8434
www.ossipeevalleyfair.com
15-17 Waterford World’s Fair—
North Waterford
Renee’ Fitts
PO Box 174
North Waterford, Maine 04287
Tel: (207) 890-2169

Www.waterfordworldsfair.com

21-24 Pittston Fair—Pittston
Sharon Fairfield
PO Box 351
Gardiner, Maine 04345-0351
Tel: (207) 582-8861

3-6 Monmouth Fair—Monmouth
Laura Foulke

PO Box 327
Monmouth, Maine 04259
Tel: (207) 933-2249
Www.monmouthfair.com
AUGUST
29-Aug 7 Bangor State Fair—

Bangor, Maine
Mike Dyer
100 Dutton Street
Bangor, Maine 04401
Tel: (207) 947-5555

www.bangorstatelair.com



http://www.houltonfair.com/
http://www.ossipeevalleyfair.com/
http://www.bangorstatefair.com/
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AUGUST
Jul 29-Aug 6 Northern
Maine
Fair—Presque Isle
Kevin McCartney
PO Box 804

Presque Isle, Maine 04769-
0804

Tel: (207) 769-2258

www.northernmainefairgrounds.com

5-7 Athens Wesserunsett
Valley Fair

Athens
Stacy Paradis
PO Box |11
Athens, Maine 04912
Tel: (207) 474-8265

9-14 Topsham Fair—
Topsham

Leon Brillant
30 Vahaila Drive

Topsham, Maine 04086
Tel: (207) 798-
0892www.topshamfair.net

11-20 Skowhegan State
Fair—Skowhegan

PO Box 39
Skowhegan, Maine 04976-
0039

Tel: (207) 474-2947

www.skowheganstatefair.com

20-27 Union Fair—Union
John Crabtree
523 Western Road
Warren, Maine 04864
Tel: (207) 273-2465

www.unionfair.org

The Year of the Change 2011

Not only has the State of Maine a new Governor, Paul R. LePage,
but we also have a new Commissioner of Agriculture, Walter
Whitcomb and a Deputy Commissioner, Caldwell (Caldie) Jack-
son. Fred Lunt, the Fair Coordinator for the Department of Agri-
culture, retired and has assumed the position of Executive Direc-
tor of the MAAF. Fred can be reached by e mail at febel@gwi.net
or phone (207) 314-8042. Katie Damren former Executive Direc-
tor of the MAAF has assumed the position of Legislative Liaison
for the MAAF. Katie can be reached by phone at (207)465-3062.
As of this writing, the Department of Agriculture is waiting for au-
thorization to fill the Fair Coordinator’s position.At present if you
have any questions regarding the State of Maine and your Fair,

contact Henry Jackson at the Department of Agriculture.

Our Keynote
Denny

Baker

Noreen Speakers

Tassinari

Photos by Bill Haynes

Annual Meeting 2011
The Blue Hill Fair received recognition for their outstand-

ing variety of activities.
O’Connor GMC received a special award for being a good

neighbor to the Maine Fairs.

Dates to remember

April 28-30, 2011 Warwick Rl Zone | of IAFE meeting (for more
information call Fred Lunt)

May 7, 2011, MAAF Board Meeting, Farm Bureau, Augusta, ME
June 4, 2011, MAAF, Board Meeting Fiber Frolic, Windsor Fair-
grounds

November 28 to December I, 2011 IAFE Annual Convention,

Las Vegas
January 26,27,28, 2012 Holiday Inn by the Bay Portland, ME, MAAF

Annual meeting,



http://www.northernmainefairgrounds.com/
http://www.topshamfair.net/
http://www.skowheganstatefair.com/
http://www.unionfair.org/
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25-28 Piscataquis Valley
Fair—Dover-Foxcroft

Deanne Merrill
PO Box 197
Dover-Foxcroft, Maine 04426
Tel: (207) 943-2650

www.piscataquisvalleyfair.com

25-28 Acton Fair—Acton
Lista Staples
178 Nason Road
Shapleigh, Maine 04076
Tel: (207) 324-1250 or
636-2026

www.actonfair.net
SEPTEMBER
Aug28-Sept 5 Windsor
Fair—Windsor
Lincoln Orff
PO Box 971
Jefferson, Maine 04349-0971
Tel: (207) 549-7121

www.windsorfair.com

1-5 Blue Hill Fair—Blue Hill
Robert Eaton

PO Box 390
Blue Hill, Maine 04614-0390
Tel: (207) 374-3701

www.bluehillfair.com

2-5 Springfield Fair—
Springfield
Kirk Ritchie
PO Box 342
Lee, Maine 04455
Tel: (207) 738-2888

www.thespringfieldfair.com

2-5 Harmony Free Fair—
Harmony

Mel Chadbourne
177 Chadbourne Road
Harmony, Maine 04942

Tel: (207) 683-5873

www. har monyf

Annual Meeting 2011

On February 19,2011 the MAAF Board of
Directors invited all Fair Presidents, or a
representative to attend the MAAF Board
Meeting to discuss this year’s annual meet-
ing. The Board heard mostly positive re-
marks about the week end conference and
also heard that there was not enough time
between sessions nor adequate time to re-
ally visit the market place exhibits and ven-
dors and still attend sessions. The Board
has already started to discuss ways to man-
age the timing and improve some other de-

tails.

The keynote speakers received positive re-
marks. Noreen Tassinari, Director of Mar-
keting of Eastern States Exposition spoke
on the “Importance of Social Media for
Fairs.” She explained how web sites and
face book are used to advertise the events
at the fair. She said, the use of social media
gives the public an opportunity to read
comments from people who attend the Fair.
The Fair can also have a short video on line

for the public to see.

September
8-11 Clinton Lions Fair—Clinton
Jon Whitten, Sr.
12 McNally Road
Clinton, Maine 04729
Tel: (207) 426-8013
www.clintonlionsfair.com
9-11 Litchfield Fair
Charles Smith.
279 Main St
Lisbon Falls, Maine 04252
Tel: (207) 353-8105

~ Email: walkingman | @fairpoint.net
reefair.org

September
11-17 Oxford County
Fair—Oxford

PO Box 193
Norway, Maine 04268
Tel: (207) 743-9594

www.oxfordcountyfair.com
16-18 New Portland Lion’s
Fair—N. New Portland

John Duff
5 Winter Drive
Embden, Maine 04958

Tel: (207) 566-5722
18-24 Farmington Fair—
Farmington

Neal Yeaton

PO Box 652
Farmington, Maine 04938-
0652

Tel: (207)778-6083
http:/farmingtonfairmaine.com
23-25 Common Ground
Fair—Unity
PO Box 170
Unity, Maine 04988-0170
Tel: (207) 568-4142

www.mofga.org
25-Oct | Cumberland Fair

-Cumberland
39 Samuel Road
Portland, Maine 04103
Tel: (207) 797-2789

www.cumberlandfair.com

Oct 2-9 Fryeburg Fair—
Fryeburg

June Hammond
Box 78
Fryeburg, Maine 04037
Tel: (207) 935-3268

Www.fryeburgfair.org.

NON-LICENSED FAIR
Sept 10 Cornish

Horseman’s Day

Cornish, Maine



http://www.piscataquisvalleyfair.com/
http://www.actonfair.net/
http://www.windsorfair.com/
http://www.bluehillfair.com/
http://www.thespringfieldfair.com/
http://www.harmonyfreefair.org/
http://www.oxfordcountyfair.com/
http://www.mofga.org/
http://www.mofga.org/
http://www.mofga.org/
http://www.mofga.org/
http://www.mofga.org/
http://www.mofga.org/
http://www.mofga.org/
http://www.cumberlandfair.com/
http://www.mofga.org/
http://www.mofga.org/
http://www.mofga.org/
http://www.mofga.org/
http://www.mofga.org/
http://www.mofga.org/
http://www.mofga.org/
http://www.mofga.org/
http://www.mofga.org/
http://www.mofga.org/
http://www.clintonlionsfair.com/
mailto:walkingman1@fairpoint.net
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Associate Members
2011
Atlantic Music
Production
Diana Ammon
++++++++
Audio Service Co., Inc.
Eric Cobb
++++++++
Bangor Historic Track
Hollywood Slots Hotel
++++++++
Biddeford Downs
++++++++
Blue Hill Brass Band
++++++++
Carousel Organ Music,
Roger Weigand
++++++++
Cornish Preservation &
Horsemen Day
++++++++
Central Maine
Pyrotechnics
Steve Marson
++++++++
Cuzin Richard
Entertainment Assoc.
Richard Smith
++++++++
Dan Grady Productions
+++++++
Dana Perkins
++++++++
Dino Dig
Steve Robbins
+++++++++
Edwin Pert

Consultant

A One Man Parade
Rick Adams

Associate Members Allied Specialty Ins.

Carol Serra

Annual Meeting 201 | continued
Our second keynote speaker was Denny Baker of
Spicer; MN, a member of the MN State Fair Board.
His topic was “ Your Role as a Board Member” His
presentation outlined the duties of a board, as well as
the responsibility of the board member. Certainly the
underlying message was, as a board member you must
accept the responsibility seriously Your actions and
that of the board ultimately shape the outcome the

organization and its success.

Another highlight of our convention was the banquet,
and the recognition of individuals and fairs who went
that extra mile.

The Northern Maine Fair received an award for the
outstanding Exhibit Hall for a large fair. The Farming-

ton Fair was recognized for their Educational Day.

Photos by
Bill Haynes

Lf-Christa Galpeau-No. ME Fair Lf- MAAF Director Roger Hoffses

Rt. MAAF Director Barry Norris
The Windsor Fair was recognized as a State of the
Art Fair and the Union Fair was awarded for having

Rt.—Rupert Pratt—Farmington Fair

the most unique addition to a Fair.

Photos by
Bill Haynes

Lf.-MAAF Director Rusty Weymouth

Rt.-Tom Foster—W/indsor Fair

Rt.-Gayle Hawes—Union Fair

Associate Members
2011
Event Services
Ernie Wheeler
++++++++
Farmers Draft Horse
Mule & Pony Club
+++++t++
Goodwin O. Gilman
Nice Guy

++++++++

Half Moon Jug Band
+++++t++
Hilarious Hypnosis
Steven J. Marino
+++++++
1SS, LLC
Event Security
+++++++
Jessica Prouty Band
++++++++
Jillian Cardarelli
Country Music
++++++++
Joe Howard
++++++++
Lighthouse Jubilees
++++++++
Lucky Bob
Robert lligen
++++++++
Magician Conjuring
Carroll & Mainly
Balloons
++++++++
Maine Antique Tractor
Club
++++++++
Maine Draft Horse &
Ox Assoc.
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Associate Members
2011
Maine Farm Bureau
++++++++
Maine State Fire
Marshal’s Office
++++++++
Maine Harness
Horsemen’s Assoc.
++++++++
Maine Harness Racing
Promotion Board
+H++++++
Maine Pulling Sled
Owners Assoc.
++++++++
Maine Standard bred
Breeders & Owners
++++++++
Maine State Grange
++++++++
Maine’s Lost Trotting
Parks
++++++++
Marcus Reins
+++++++++
Michael Trautman
+++++++++
New England Dairy
Promotion Board
+++++++++
Norogala Show Ribbons
+++++++++
NWA on Fire Pro
Wrestling
+++++++++
NWH Pro Wrestling
Ora Spratt

+H+++++t++

One Sharp Marriage

Annual Meeting 201 | continued
Waterford Worlds Fair received the award for an

outstanding exhibit hall for a small Fair and the
Harmony Free Fair was recognized as the most im-

proved small Fair.

L..f MAAF Director Kathryn Hunter L.f MAAF Director Hope Ricker

Rt Dana Hemingway-Waterford Fair Rt Jeff Chadbourne—Harmony Free Fair

Arvid Roberts of the Acton Fair, was recognized for
his service to the Fair Community and George Wes-
ton of the Fryeburg Fair received a special award for
his excellent work in organizing the largest livestock

department.

Photos by
Bill Haynes

Lf. George Weston—Fryeburg Fair

Lf. MAAF President Bill McFarland Rt. MAAF Director, David Byras, Sr.

Rt. Arvid Roberts—Acton Fair

The |st presentation of MAAF’s annual Rising Star
Award to a young person or persons who has
gone above the call of duty was given to Nick
Crane & Jeff McCarthy of the Agricultural Depart-

ment of the Houlton Fair

Lf. Jeff McCarthy, Ctr. Nick Crane, both of the Houlton Fair -Rt. MAAF Director

Randy Hall Photo by Bill Haynes

Associate Members
2011
PDK Pyro, Inc.
+4++t+++++
Rosie’s Racing Pigs
+H+++++++
Sebago Scales
+H+++++++
Smokey’s Greater
Shows

++++++++

T-Bar-T Rodeo Co.
++++++++
The Debbie Myers
Show
+H+++H+++
The Jador Co.
Jim Gallant
++++++++
The Staff
Len Higgins
++++++++
The Wildwood Band
Rod Carr
+++++++++
Thompson Printing
+++++++++
Tish’s
Food Concessions
++++++++
Vic & Sticks
Recycled Rhythm Band
++++++++
Waterless Company
Richard A. Lewis
++++Ht+++
Wireless
Scott Cruishank

+H+++H+++

Witch Mountain Service
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FROMTHE PRESIDENT’S TABLE: Bill McFarland

| want to take this opportunity to inform those that could not be with us during the
conference in Portland that we have changes in staff personnel. We split the duties and
compensation of the executive director position. Katie Damren, will now be our legislative
liaison, and Fred Lunt, Jr. our executive director.The Board “welcomes” them both to their
new positions and is looking forward to working with them.We are very fortunate to have

these two experienced and knowledgeable individuals working for us.

Fred’s retirement on January 31,201 |, from the Department of Agriculture has created a
concern for all fairs. | have met with Commissioner Walter Whitcomb about our concerns,

and have been assured that they are making every effort possible to fill the vacant position.

The fairs have been supported for many years with funding generated from the harness
racing handle or bet. During nineties, fairs saw a sharp and significant decline in revenue
from the yearly handle.This in part, was due to the increase of gambling opportunities
made available to the public via the internet, out of state casinos and expansion of the

Maine State Lottery games.

Realizing this decline would impact the fairs greatly, we strengthened our partnership
with the harness racing industry players by supporting the 2002 Referendum. It was the
“will of the people” with the passage of that referendum to_allow the establishment of a
racino in the Bangor area and also in southern Maine.The Bangor racino has given new life
to both the fairs and the harness racing industry.We hope that a southern Maine racino in
Biddeford is in the near future. Please write, call or e-mail your legislators immedi-
ately and ask them to please support the minor necessary changes in LD 1203 and allow a
vote in this session, which would allow the Biddeford Downs project to move forward.

It needs to be stated that while the MAAF is not opposed to the Oxford casino, we do
support the harness racing industry. It can’t be said enough, harness racing supports open
space, many businesses related to the sport, the fairs and the agricultural economy.

The MAAF would like to thank the advertisers of our annual Maine Fair brochure

Hollywood Slots of Bangor, Maine

Central Maine Pyrotechnics of Hallowell, Maine

Farm Family of Glenmont , New York, Thomas Foster Senior Agent, Augusta, Maine
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
April 2011
FIRST SESSION OF THE 125TH
DON MAREAN

(lindonfarm(@sacoriver.net)
(207) 727 5527

The 125™ Legislature is in full session working each day of the week.The chambers are
now in session Tuesday, VWednesday and Thursday in the morning, and the committees meet
in the afternoons. On Mondays and Fridays they are also holding committee hearings and
work sessions on bills. Not all committees meet every day, as they share committee rooms
with two committees for each room usually.You can easily find out when committees meet
and what their agendas will be, as they have to be advertised two weeks ahead. Go to the

Maine Legislature web page and click on schedules of committees for information.

The industry has several bills in the hopper, but none have been scheduled for public hear-
ings yet.

The Biddeford Racino bill LD 1203 has been printed, but not referenced to committee as
of the writing of this update. Once LD 1203 is referenced to committee and the public
hearing is scheduled, it will be very important that you keep yourself informed and attend
the hearing and the many work sessions that will follow. Our appearance is critical to the
passing of this bill during this session. If we fail, then the bill will go to public referendum in
November, and that will be a huge undertaking for all of us.We have been working with
the legislators on a daily basis educating them about the industry and the bill. That effort
has been ongoing since January when the legislature convened.All segments of our indus-
try are involved in this effort, and with the continued efforts of everyone it would seem

we have the will to get this passed in this session.

Tuffy and Luke Varnum, hosted a meet and greet on Saturday March 26" with Senator Gar-
rett Mason and Representative Stephen Wood their legislators, which | attended. The event
was a huge success for the industry,and we NOWV have the support of two NEWV legisla-
tors. If everyone could invite their Senators and Representatives to their homes and or
barns and let them hear and see what we do, it would be extremely helpful for us when

our bill LD 1203 comes up for vote.
This kind of effort pays much larger dividends for us than does all the lobbying we do at
the State House. If we want the new track and Racino in Biddeford, we need to let them

know and see what we do for work.Thank you to the Varnums for the EXTRA EFFORT !



mailto:lindonfarm@sacoriver.net
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LEGISLATIVE NOTES FROM KATIE DAMREN
MAAF LEGI SLATI VE LI Al SON

Heading into April, 201 | we will be faced with some of the most important
legislation that the fairs have ever considered.Your fair's future may very well
hang on decisions made by the 125" Legislature.

“Recommendations Regarding the Legislative Review of the Allocations of Slot
Machine Revenue." This bill came out of the meetings held last summer and fall by
the Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs of the 124th Maine
Legislature. Only a few of that committee remain on the new Veterans and Legal
Affairs Committee of the 125th Maine Legislature, and only one or two members of
this 124th Legislative Committee were even in office back in 2003.

We must again try to provide a committee with the information that relates to the
historical background of the original agreement governing the slot machine revenue
that is derived from Hollywood Slots.

The various recipients of revenue from this source furnished the information that
was requested last year, going back to the year 2005, and the fairs provided the
necessary financial information covering their receipts and expenditures from the
so-called cascade. So did other recipients.The monies received by state agencies
was not so closely scrutinized,

You need to review this L.D., go over the list of information that each fair would
need to supply, and then contact your Legislators.This bill certainly shows that the
committee has very little understanding of the burden they are trying to create for
the agricultural fairs and other recipients of slot machine revenues.The L.D.
requires that this information be furnished to the appropriations committee as well
as the committee submitting. the bill.

You also need to be aware that the State of Maine has already taken money from the
"Fund for a Healthy Maine's Program" and placed a cap on same for the future.

Also, money that should have gone to a program for Gambling Addiction was re-
routed to DHHS.

The distribution of net profit from Hollywood Slots was a negotiated settlement
that your fairs participated in (giving up an additional one percent) in order to meet
the thirty-nine percent goal that was necessary for an agreement with

Penn National. | represented all of you back then and it was a grueling and unpleas-
ant time.

If you want more information on how this agreement came about | will be glad to
talk with you.The Breeders, the Horsemen, The Commercial Tracks and the Off
Track Betting Facilities along with the Agricultural Fairs were all involved in the
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Katie Damren continued:

successful vote received on Q2.That referendum was then re-written by the
Legislature under L.D. 1820.The final disposition of revenues was negotiated by all
the players and implemented as agreed.

There are at least a dozen more L.D.'s that could affect the fairs already printed
and assigned to committees for hearings. They will come at us fast and furious
from now on.

We will try our best to monitor proposed legislation and protect your interests.
We may need you to attend some of the hearings or ask you to contact your

FROM THE CARD TABLE OF YOUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:

It is not hard to tell from reading Katie’s column and Bill message, that things are really hot
in Augusta. We have spent a great deal of time in Legislative Committee meetings watching
out for all the Fair’s interest. Katie is spending a great deal of time talking to the Legislators
to be sure our story is being heard.There are times when we are going to need your sup-
port at these hearings, if nothing else then to be there. Just having people there many times
makes difference in having a favorable vote. During this time of budget shortfalls here in
Maine, all sources of income are being examined to find additional funding. The funding re-
ceived from the racino to the fairs, is being looked at to be sure that it is being used for the
betterment of the fairs. It appears that the fairs will have to start providing information on
the use of the funds starting this year. | have volunteered to work with the Veterans and Le-
gal Affairs Committee (VLA) and the Department of Agriculture, to develop one form that
will give both the VLA and Agriculture the information they need to determine stipend, and
at the same time show how the racino money is being used. So, to all Fair Treasurers, keep a
good record on how the racino money is being used, until we are able to create a suitable

form.

| think that most people know | have retired from the Maine Department of Agriculture, and
have assumed the MAAF Executive Director’s position. Katie is now spending her time moni-
toring the legislative scene.Thank You Katie for all the hard work you did as Executive Direc-
tor. | can now be reached by email at febel@gwi.net ,or by phone at 314-8042. | plan to

continue doing the housing for the annual meeting, as well all other things that the Executive

Director has done in the past. | will also be working on our web site.
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Executive Director report continued:

It is very important that this newsletter be sent by email as much as possible, to save
this Association money on printing and postage. Please provide me with your email
address if you have not already done so. Email also provides us with the ability to

communicate with each other with the push of a button.
See you on the midway,
Fairground Freddy

Photos of the Annual Meeting

Dairy Princess and Steve Treadwell Commissioner Walter Whitcomb, Jr. Dairy Princess and

Maine Department of Agriculture John Stoughton

Mi indsor Fai
Strawberry Queen and iss Windsor Fair

Jr. Miss Northern Maine Fair Steve McGee and Escort

and Escort
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Roy A. at Work with
Duddie’s Watching

Left-Keynote Speaker

Right-Annual Meeting

President Bill Making Presentation to

Katie Damren

Annual Meeting
Breakout

Sessions
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